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AMgNDMENTS TO TH E CLAIMS 

The listing below of the claims will replace all prior versions and 
listings of claims In the present application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A clutch actuator for actuating an automatic 
clutch or an automatic transmission/said actuator comprising: a housing that 
includes an axlally-extending first receptacle; a toothed rack sBdably received 
within the first receptacle for linear movement along a rack longitudinal axis and 
in ftilriino contact with an inne r wall surface of the first receptq^; a second 
receptacle adjacent to the first receptacle and within whteh second receptacle a 
gear is rotatably carried, wherein a portion of the second receptacle Intersects a 
portion of the first receptacle to define a space that is common to both the first 
receptacle and the second receptacle, wherein the gear is In meshing 
engagement with the toothed rack for linearly moving the toothed rack within the 
first receptacle; and an electric motor drivingly connected with the gear, wherein 
the electric motor and the gear are provided as a pre-assembled unit that Is 
removably connected with the housing. 

Claim 2 (original): An actuator as claimed In claim 1. wherein the toothed 
rack is substantially cylindrical, and the first receptacle is substantially a hollow 
cylinder. 
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Claim 3 (original): An actuator as claimed in claim 1, including an energy 
accumulator positioned Ijetwccn and in contact witli the toothed rack and the 
housing, and wherein the toothed rack is movalrfe in a first direction of movement 
that is opposite to a force Imposed on the toothed rack by the energy 
accumulator, and is movable in a second direction by the force of the energy 
accumulator. 

Claim 4 (original): An actuator as claimed in claim 3 wrtierein the energy 
accumulator contacts the toothed rack at a first protmston extending outwardly 
from the toothed rack. 

Claim 5 (original): An actuator as claimed in claim 4. v\rtierein the first 
protrusion is a protruding ring. 

Claim 6 (original): An actuator as claimed in claim 4. wherein the first 
protmsion is integrally formed with the toothed rack. 

Claim 7 (original): An actuator as claimed in claim 3. wherein the energy 
accumulator contacts the bousing at an inwardly-extending second protrusion 
within the housing. 

Claim 8 (original): An actuator as claimed in claim 7. wherein the second 
protrusion is a protruding ring. 
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Claim 9 (original); An actuator as claimed in claim 7, wherein the second 
protrusion is integrally formed with the housing. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): An actuator oo c l a i med In claim Ai A clutch 
actuator for actuating an automatic dutch or an p ntnmatic transmission, said 
actuator comprising: a housing that includes an axia lly-extendina first receptacle; 
a toothed raek alidablv recaivad within the first recentacte for linear movemeot 
along a rack innoitudinal axis: a second receptacle adjacent tO the fir^t receptacle 
and within which second rBtseotacle a g ear is rotatably rjifried. wherein a portion 

of thP fiPnnnd receptacle intersects a p o rtion of the first receptacle to define 

— ^ ' T 

s pace that i« ftommon to both the firs t receptacle {^n<^ second receptacle. 
wherein the cfear is in meshing en g agement with the tOQthed racic for linearly 
moving the tonthed rack wUhin the first re o ftntacla: and an electric motor drivjpqly 
connected with the gear, wh erein the electric motor and thfi gear are provided as 
a ore-assemhled unit that is removably con nRcted with the housing, including an 
energy accumulator positioned between and In contact with the toothed rack and 
the housing. w>rtierein the toothed rack is m ftvable in a first direction of movement 
that is opposite to a force imnosed on the to othed rack bv the energy accumulator 
and Is movable in a second direction b y the force of the energy accumulator. 
wherein the energy accummator contac t s the toothed rack at a firgt protrusion 
extending outwardly from tha toothed rack, anj wherein the first protnjsion is 
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connected by one of an interlocking, a frictional iocking. a force locking, or a 
material locking connection. 

Claim 1 1 (original): An actuator as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the toothed 
rack Is axlally slidably received within the first receptacle. 

Claim 12 (original): An actuator as claimed in claim 1, wherein the toothed 
rack is supported in bearings carried adjacent end areas of the first receptacle. 

Claim 13 (original): An actuator as claimed in claim 12, wherein the 
bearings are journal bearings that are carried by the first receptacle. 

Claim 14 (prevfously presented): A clutch actuator for actuating an automatic 
clutch or an automatic transmission, said actuator comprising: a housing that 
includes an axially^endlng first receptacle; a toothed rack slidably received within 
the first receptacle for linear movement atong a rack longitudinal axis; a second 
receptacle adjacent to the first receptacle and within which second receptacle a 
gear is rotatably carried, wherein a portton of the second receptacle intersects a 
portion of the first receptacle to define a space that is common to both the first 
receptacle and the second receptacle, wherein the gear is in meshing engagement 
with the toothed rack for linearty moving the toothed rack within the first receptacle; 
and an electric motor drivingly connected with the gear, wherein the electric motor 
and the gear are provWed as a pre-assembled unit that is removably connected 
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With the housing, wherein the toothed rack is supported In bearings carried adjacent 
end areas of the first receptacle and the bearings are journal bearings that are 
earned by the first receptacle, wherein one of the journal bearings defines a stop for 
an energy accumulator within the housing. 

Claim 15 (canceled) 

Claim 16 (previously presented): An actuator as claimed in claim 1. 
wherein the gear is a spur gear. 

Claim 17 (canceled) 

Claim 18 (previously presented): An actuator as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the toothed rack is an ekjngated member and includes along one 
longitudinally-extending side of its outer surface a series of spaced, parallel, 
transversely-extending teeth that define a set of redilinearty-extending gear teeth 
for engagement with a rotatable gear having exterioriy-positioned. 
complementary gear teeth. 

Claim 19 (previously presented); An actuator as claimed in claim 18. 
wherein the toothed rack is a substantially cylindrical rod. 
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Claim 20 (previously presented): An actuator as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein the transversely-extending teeth extend around less than 360° of the 
outer surface of the toothed rack. 

Claim 21 (previously presented): An actuator as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the toothed rack slidably engages a major portion of a longitudinally- 
extending inner wall surface of the first receptacle. 
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